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MEDIEVAL INDIA (BHARATA) 

The geographical and cultural region of South Asia or Greater India (divided among the modern countries of 
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka) has a long and complex history that reaches back to the late 3 rd 
millennium BC at least in the case of the so-called Harappan or Indus Valley Civilization. This civilization may 
have been destroyed by the Aryan invaders in f.1500 BC, who inaugurated the so-called Vedic Age, in which 
most of India (except for the far south) was conquered and settled by Indo-European speakers, who set up 
numerous kingdoms and city-states and a caste system. 

Starting in the 6 th century BC the local states in the western periphery were subjugated by the Persian 
Achaemenid Empire and then its Macedonian successor. Meanwhile a succession of dynasties in Magadha 
(modern Bihar) on the middle Ganges had begun to establish their hegemony over their neighbors. This 
culminated in the conquest of most of South Asia by the first three generations of Maurya rulers, Candragupta 
(312—298), Bindusara (198—173), and Asoka (273—137), who also invested in cultural and religious 
development, offering patronage to traditional Hinduism, as well as the newer philosophies of Jainism and 
Buddhism. But India was not used to this sort of “imperial” unification, and outlying provinces were probably 
quickly lost under Asoka’s successors. The Maurya Dynasty was followed by those of the Sungas (185) and 
Kanvas (72), but after 27 BC the history of Magadha is completely obscure for centuries. By this time much of 
southern India was in the hands of the Andhra or Satavahana Dynasty, whose history is also obscure. Apart from 
the occasional inscriptions, the history of the Maurya, Sunga, Kanva, and Andhra dynasties is largely dependent 
on the Parana texts purporting to prophesy “future” history. Given the disagreements between the Purdnas and 
the incompleteness of their information, it is not possible to treat Indian history before the 4 th century AD with 
anything close to historical certainty where it comes to chronology and genealogy. 

At about the time of the end of the Mauryas in 185 BC, the lands around the Indus River valley were 
subjugated by a new Greco-Macedonian invasion, launched by Demetrios I of Bactria. This was the origin of a 
long series of Yavana (“Indo-Greek”) kings, who are known almost exclusively from their coinage, as are their 
later competitors and successors from the Saka (“Indo-Scythian”) and Pahlava (“Indo-Parthian”) dynasties. The 
Kusana Dynasty established in about AD 40 has left behind more evidence and seems to have reached further 
east and south into India than its predecessors. It perhaps adapted even more of the local culture, especially 
under Kaniska I (127—149:), who followed Asoka’s example in offering his patronage to Buddhist missionaries. 
Kusana power appears to have crumbled under the blows of the Sasanids from the west and the Guptas from the 
east in the first half of the 4 th century. With this northern India found itself temporarily unified under Gupta 
hegemony and from this point on it is possible to follow the chronological and genealogical sequence of rulers 
throughout the region continuously and in some detail. 

Gupta power culminated in the reigns of Samudragupta (c.345—370) and his son Candragupta II (376—414), 
who controlled the entire north of India. Under Skandagupta (455—467) a Huna (Hunnic) invasion was 
repelled, but shortly afterwards the dynasty seems to have declined amidst internecine struggles. After the end of 
Guptas there followed the short-lived hegemonies of the Maukharis (c.550—610), Puspabhutis (c.610—650), and 
the Later Guptas (c.6 50—750). After this Magadha disappeared as the focus of imperialistic polities and ceased to 
be the center of any lasting regional kingdom. Further attempts at unifying the north of India came from the 
margins, e.g., the Palas of Bengal, the Prariharas of Malava, the Karkotas of Kashmir, and later the Muslim 
Gaznawids, Gurids, unA sultans of Delhi. 

The list below covers major Indian dynasties beginning with the Gupta period (c. 300—550) and ending with 
the Muslim conquest of each region whenever it occurred (a process achieved mostly in the 1200s and 1300s, but 
sometimes much later). Minor powers are included only insofar they provide necessary continuity. After the 
survey of the Guptas and their successors in the northern plains the coverage is divided by historical region and 
then arranged in geographical and chronological order of dynasties. Geographical coverage is limited to British 
India as made independent in 1947, therefore excluding other regions such as Nepal, Sikkim, and Sri Lanka. 

The original simple titles of nripa , narendra , and, more commonly, raja (“king,” compare Latin rex), were 
generally abandoned by sovereign rulers for that of maharaja (“great king”). Yet such “great kings” often fell 
victims to the imperialist tendencies of some more powerful neighbor and forced to accept his overlordship. 
Those rulers who claimed some sort of imperial hegemony generally assumed the title of maharajadhiraja (“great 
king of kings”), starting with Candragupta I at the latest. Where known, the adoption of a new title (almost 
inevitably a higher one than those used before it) is indicated in the lists below. 
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c. 300—320 
320—C.345 
<■• 345-370 
370-376 
376-414 
414-455 
455-467 

467-473: 

1476-496: 
496:—f.505 
f.505—:5 10 
1510—f.530 
f-530-545 
f-545-5 5° 


554 

577 

579 

606 


f. 5 80—605 

605— 606 

606— 647 
647—648 


EARLY MAGADHA AND THE NORTHERN PLAINS 

Gupta Dynasty at Pataliputra (Patna) 

Ghatotkacagupta ... son of Srigupta; maharaja 

Candragupta I ... son of Ghatotkacagupta; maharajadhiraja 

Samudragupta ... son of Candragupta I 

Ramagupta ... son of Samudragupta 

Candragupta II Vikramaditya ... son of Samudragupta 

Kumaragupta I Mahendraditya ... son of Candragupta II 

Skandagupta Kramaditya ... son of Kumaragupta I 

Kumaragupta II Sakraditya ... son of (?) Skandagupta 

Purugupta Prakasaditya ... son of Kumaragupta I 

Budhagupta Vikramaditya ... son of Purugupta 

Candragupta III Vikramaditya ... son of (?) Budhagupta 

Vainyagupta Dvadasaditya ... son of (?) Purugupta 1 

Narasimhagupta Baladitya ... son of Purugupta 

Kumaragupta III Kramaditya ... son of Narasimhagupta 

Visnugupta Candraditya ... son of Kumaragupta III 

(disintegration c.5 50; to the Maukharis, Puspabhutis, and Later Guptas) 

Maukhari Dynasty at Kanyakubja (Kanauj) 

Harivarma ... maharaja as Gupta vassal 

Adityavarma ... son of Harivarma 

Isvaravarma ... son of Adityavarma 

Isanavarma ... son of Isvaravarma; maharajadhiraja 

Sarvavarma ... son of Isanavarma 

Avantivarma ... son of Sarvavarma 

Grahavarma ... son of Avantivarma 

Surasenavarma ... son of Avantivarma 

(to the Puspabhutis 606:) 

Puspabhuti Dynasty at Sthanvlsvara (Thanesar) and Kanyakubja (Kanauj) 

Naravardhana ... maharaja as Gupta vassal 
Rajyavardhana I ... son of Naravardhana 
Adityavardhana ... son of Rajyavardhana I 
Prabhakaravardhana ... son of Adityavardhana; maharajadhiraja 
Rajyavardhana II ... son of Prabhakaravardhana 
Harsavardhana ... son of Prabhakaravardhana; ruler of Kanyakubja 
Arjuna ... minister of Harsavardhana 
(disintegration 648; to the Later Guptas) 

Later Gupta Dynasty of Malava and Magadha at Vidisa and Pataliputra (Patna) 

Krisnagupta ... nripa as Gupta vassal 
Harsagupta ... son of Krisnagupta 
Jivitagupta I ... son of Harsagupta 


A Bhanugupta attested c. 509 cannot be proven to have reigned as supreme ruler. 
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Kumaragupta I ... son of Jlvitagupta I 
Damodaragupta ... son of Kumaragupta I 
:6o$: Mahasenagupta ... son of Damodaragupta; Puspabhuti vassal 

Kumaragupta II ... son of Mahasenagupta 
Madhavagupta ... son of Mahasenagupta 
: 6 yx: Adityasenagupta ... son of Madhavagupta; mahdrdjddhirdja 

Devagupta ... son of Adityasenagupta 
Visnugupta ... son of Devagupta 
?—f.750 Jlvitagupta II ... son of Visnugupta II 

(to the Pratlharas and the rulers of Kanyakubja c.750) 

ANDHRA (modern Andhra Prades in the southeastern Deccan) 

After a period of fleeting Gupta hegemony, Andhra was ruled by several dynasties of regional importance, 
including the Salankayanas, the Visnukundins, and the Calukyas of Vengipura. The area was occasionally under 
the control of external powers, such as the Calukyas of Vatapi, the Pallavas of Kancipuram, the Rastrakutas of 
Manyakheta, and the Colas of Tamijakam. The Kakatlyas of Orugallu were the first local dynasty to take over 
much of the neighboring region, but it fell prey to the expansion of the Delhi sultanate, in the 14 th century. 
Resistance against the Muslim conquest continued under the Reddis of Kondavldu for another century, but the 
region was eventually conquered by its expansionist neighbors, before falling into Muslim hands in 1579. 


f.340—360 
c. 3 60— 370 
f.370— 390 
c. 390—410 
f.42.0—430 
c- 430-440 
c- 440-450 
f.450-470 


c.400—410 
c. 410-455 
455-461 
461 — 508 
508—528 
52.8-555 

555-569 

569-573 

573-621 
621—624 


c.615—641 
641-673 

673 


Salankayana Dynasty at Vengipura (Vengi) 

Hastivarma I ... son of (?) Buddhavarma, son of Devavarma; mahdrdja 

Nandivarma I ... son of Hastivarma I 

Vijayadevavarma ... son of Hastivarma I 

Hastivarma II ... son of Nandivarma I 

Skandavarma I ... son of Hastivarma II 

Nandivarma II ... son of Candavarma, son of Nandivarma I 

Skandavarma II ... brother of Nandivarma II 

Buddhavarma ... son of Skandavarma II (?) 

(to the Visnukundins f.470) 

Visnukundin Dynasty at Vinukonda 

Indravarma ... mahdrdja of Vinukonda as Vakataka vassal 
Madhavavarma I ... son of Indravarma 
Govindavarma I ... son of Madhavavarma I 
Madhavavarma II ... son of Govindavarma I 
Vikramendravarma I ... son of Madhavavarma II 
Indrabhattarakavarma ... son of Vikramendravarma I 
Vikramendravarma II ... son of Indrabhattarakavarma 
Govindavarma II, Vikramasraya ... son of Vikramendravarma II 
Madhavavarma III, Janasraya ... son of Govindavarma II 
Mancyannabhattaraka ... son of Madhavavarma III 
(to the Calukyas of Vengipura 624) 

Calukyas at Vengipura (Vengi) 

Visnuvardhana I, Kubja ... son of Kirttivarma I of Vatapi; mahdrdja 
Jayasimha I ... son of Visnuvardhana I 
Indrabhattaraka ... son of Visnuvardhana I 
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673—681 
681—706 
706—718 

718- 719 

719 - 755 
755-772- 
771—808 
808—843 
843—890 

890— 891 

891— 911 
911 

911—917 

917 

917 

917— 918 

918 

918- 935 
93 5-947 
947-970 

970- 971 

971- 973 
973-? 

?—1001 
1001—1011 
1011 —1018 
1018—1061 
1061 
1061—1061 
1061—1076 
1076—1118 


996—1051 
1051—1076 
1076—1108 
1108—1116 
1116—1157 
1157-1195 
1195-1199 
1199—1161 
1161—1196 


Visnuvardhana II, Rajanandana ... son of Indrabhattaraka 
Mangi Yuvaraja ... son of Visnuvardhana II 
Jayasimha II ... son of Mangi Yuvaraja 
Kokkili Vikramaditya ... son of Mangi Yuvaraja; abdicated 
Visnuvardhana III ... son of Mangi Yuvaraja 
Vijayaditya I, Saktivarma ... son of Visnuvardhana III 
Visnuvardhana IV ... son of Vijayaditya I 

Vijayaditya II, Mrigaraja ... son of Visnuvardhana I; associated 799; maharajadiraja 
Visnuvardhana V, Kali... son of Vijayaditya II; maharaja 
Vijayaditya III, Gunanka ... son of Visnuvardhana V; associated 849 

Calukyabhlma I ... son of Vikramaditya Yuvaraja, son of Visnuvardhana V; maharajadhiraja 

Vijayaditya IV, Kollabhiganda ... son of Calukyabhlma I 

Ammaraja I ... son of Vijayaditya IV; maharaja 

Vijayaditya V, Beta ... son of Ammaraja I 

Tala I ... son of Yuddhamalla, son of Visnuvardhana V 

Vikramaditya ... son of Calukyabhlma I 

Rajabhlma ... son of Ammaraja I 

Yuddhamalla ... son of Tala I 

Calukyabhlma II ... son of Vijayaditya IV; maharajadhiraja 

Ammaraja II Vijayaditya VI ... son of Calukyabhlma II 

Danarnava ... son of Calukyabhlma II 

Jatacodabhlma ... son of (?) Danarnava 

Tala II, Visnuvardhana ... son of Yuddhamalla 

Badapa ... son of Yuddhamalla 

Saktivarma I ... son of Danarnava 

Vimaladitya ... son of Danarnava 

Rajaraja, Narendra ... son of Vimaladitya 

Vijayaditya VII ... son of Vimaladitya; rival since f.1030; abdicated 
Saktivarma II ... son of Vijayaditya VII 
Vijayaditya VII... restored 

Kulottunga ... son of Rajaraja; deposed; Cola ruler 1071 — 1117 
(to the Calukyas of Kalyani 1118) 

Kakatiya Dynasty of Anumakonda and Orugallu (Warangal) 

Beta I, Garuda ... son of Gunda; Pallava and Calukya vassal 

Prola I ... son of Beta I 

Beta II, Tribhuvanamalla ... son of Prola I 

Durgaraja, Tribhuvanamalla ... son of Beta II 

Prola II (Durjaya) ... son of Beta II; maharajadhiraja 1149: 

Prataparudra I ... son of Prola II 
Mahadeva ... son of Prola II 
Ganapati... son of Mahadeva 

Rudramba 1 ... daughter of Ganapati; associated 1160 


1 Officially reigned as Rudradeva (a male name). 
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1196—1313 Prataparudra II ... son of Mahadeva by Mummadamba, daughter of Rudramba by Virabhadra; 
associated 1190; deposed, died 1316 
(to the Delhi sultanate. 1313, then to the Reddis of Kondavidu) 

Reddi Dynasty at Addanki, then Kondavidu 

1310—1349 Pulayyavema ... son of Prola 
1349—1361 Anapota ... son of Pulayyavema 
1361 — 1377 Anavema ... son of Pulayyavema 

1377—1398 Kumaragiri ... son of Anapota 

1398—1415 Pedakomativema ... son of Komati, son of Maca, brother of Pulayyavema 
141 5 —1419 Racavema ... son of Pedakomativema 

(to the Gajapatis of Orissa 1419; to Vijayanagara 1516; to Muslim Golconda 1579) 

BENGAL (VANGALA) (eastern India and Bangladesh including the Ganges delta) 

The larger part of Bengal (ancient Vanga or Vangala) now constitutes the independent state of Bangladesh 
(Banglades). Its early history is fairly obscure and few dynasties can be followed in any detail until the appearance 
of the Palas. The region was controlled by the Guptas, Later Guptas, a local king named Sasanka of Gauda 
(f.6oo—615) and his son Manava (f.615—616), and then the Puspabhutis. The early Palas asserted a fleeting 
hegemony over many of their neighbors, occasionally as far as Punjab. Later the Palas, Senas, and Devas were 
confined to Bengal. The region was conquered by the Delhi sultanate, in the 1180s and came to have one of the 
greatest concentrations of Muslims in India. 

Khadga Dynasty at Karmanta (Barikamta) 
f.645—675 Khadgodyama ... ruler of Karmanta 
f.675—700 Jatakhadga ... son of Khasgodyama 
c. 700—730 Devakhadga ... son of Jatakhadga 

f.730—75 5 Rajarajabhata ... son of Devakhadga 
f.75 5—760 Balabhata ... son of Rajarajabhata 
(to the Palas f.760) 

Pala Dynasty at Mudgagiri (Munger), Gaudapura and Ramavati 

c. 750—770 Gopala I ... son of Vapyata, son of Dayitavisnu; maharaja 

f.770—810 Dharmapala ... son of Gopala I; maharajadhiraja 
c.8io—850 Devapala ... son of Dharmapala 
f.850—858 Surapala I ... son of Devapala 

f.858—860 Vigrahapala I ... son ofVakpala, son of Gopala I; abdicated 
c. 860—917 Narayanapala ... son of Vigrahapala I 

9t7 — 9 5 2 Rajyapala ... son of Narayanapala 
951—971 Gopala II ... son of Rajyapala 
971—977 Vigrahapala II ... son of Gopala II 
977—1017 Mahlpala I ... son of Vigrahapala II 
1017—1043 Nayapala ... son ofMahlpala I 
1043 — 1070 Vigrahapala III ... son ofNayapala 

1070— 1071 Mahlpala II ... son of Vigrahapala III 
1071 —1071 Surapala II ... son of Vigrahapala III 

1071— 1116 Ramapala ... son of Vigrahapala III 
1116—1118 Kumarapala ... son of Ramapala 

1118—1143 Gopala III ... son of Kumarapala 
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1143 —1161 
1161 —1165 
1165 — 1199 


f.1080—1095 
c. 1095—1158 
c. 1 158—1179 
c. 1179—1206 
c.i 206— 1220: 

:1245: 


Madanapala ... son of Ramapala 
Govindapala ... son of (?) Madanapala 
Palapala ... son of (?) Govindapala 
(to the Senas 1199) 

Sena Dynasty at Navadvipa, then Vijayapura 

Hemantasena ... son of Samantasena; maharajadhiraja 

Vijayasena ... son of Hemantasena 

Vallasena ... son of Vijayasena; abdicated 

Laksmanasena ... son of Vallasena 

Visvarupasena ... son of Laksmanasena 

Kesavasena ... son of Laksmanasena 

(to the Devas 1245:) 


Deva Dynasty at Suvarnagrama (Sonaragaon) 

:i234—1243: Damodara ... son ofVasudeva, son of Madhusudana; maharajadhiraja 

: 128 3: Dasaratha, Danujamadhava ... son of Damodara 

(to the Delhi sidtanate 1283:) 

GUJARAT (GURJARATRA) (in western India) 

Gujarat was long subject to a line of satraps (ksatrapas) of the Kusana rulers of India, until they were 
overthrown by the Guptas in the 4 th century. The most important local dynasties were those of the Maitrakas at 
Valabhl and of the Capas and their successors in Anahilapataka and later Dholka. Except for the occasional 
assertions of Rastrakuta and Pratlhara hegemony, the area was left to a succession of local dynasties, of which the 
Maitrakas, Capas, Caulukyas, and Vaghelas were only the most powerful. Long a target of Muslim attacks 
(including some by Mahmud of Gaznin), the area was conquered by the Delhi sultanate in 1304. 

Traikutaka Dynasty at Anirruddhapura, southeastern Gujarat 

Indradatta ... maharaja 
:45 5: Dahrasena ... son of Indradatta 
:49o: Vyaghrasena ... son of Dahrasena 

1504: Madhyamasena ... son of (?) Vyaghrasena 

1533: Vikramasena ... son of (?) Madhyamasena 

(to the Maitrakas by f.540?) 


: 475 : 


1502: 
: 5 — 5 5 4 5 : 

= 556-567: 

: 5 7 1 5 9 0: 
:6o6—612: 
:6i6: 
= 623: 
= 629—640: 
= 646—650: 


Maitraka Dynasty at Valabhl 

Bhatarka ... sendpati as Gupta vassal 
Dharasena I ... son of Bhatarka 
Dronasimha ... son of Bhatarka; maharaja 
Dhruvasena I ... son of Bhatarka 
Dharapatta ... son of Bhatarka 
Guhasena ... son of Dharapatta 
Dharasena II ... son of Guhasena 
Slladitya I, Dharmaditya ... son of Dharasena II 
Kharagraha I ... son of Dharasena II 
Dharasena III ... son of Kharagraha I 

Dhruvasena II, Baladitya ... son of Kharagraha I; Puspabhuti vassal 

Dharasena IV ... son of Dhruvasena II by daughter of Harsavardhana; maharajadhiraja 
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1651—653 
1656 
:66i —684 
1691—698 
1722 
:y 6 o 
:y 66 


■ 74 6: 
?—f.810 
f.820—? 


?—c.86o 
c.86o—890 
c. 890—910 
f.910—941 


c.8oo:—? 
:8ii—816: 
:8i 3—827: 
= 83 5 = 
f.845-? 
: 866 : 

: 8 8 8 : 


942-996 
996—1008 
1008—IOIO 

IOIO—1022 
1022—1064 
1064—1094 
I O94-I 143: 
:ii45 —1174 

1174-1177 

1177- 1178 

1178— 1208: 
:i2io—1224: 


Dhruvasena III ... son of Derabhata, son of Siladitya I 

Kharagraha II, Dharmaditya ... brother of Dhruvasena III 

Slladitya II ... son of Slladitya, brother of Kharagraha II 

Slladitya III ... son of Slladitya II 

Slladitya IV ... son of Slladitya III 

Slladitya V ... son of Siladitya IV 

Slladitya VI, Dhrubhata ... son of Slladitya V 

(to the Pratiharas or the 'Abbasid Caliphate 766:) 

Capa (Cavada) Dynasty at Anahilapataka (Patan) 

Vanaraja ... posthumous son of Jayasekhara of Pancasara; ruler of Anahilapataka 

Yogaraja ... son of Vanaraja 

Ratnaditya ... son of Yogaraja 

Vairisimha ... son of (?) Yogaraja 

Ksemaraja ... son of Yogaraja 

Akadadeva (Camunda) ... son of Ksemaraja 

Bhuyadadeva (Ghaghada) ... son of Akadadeva 

Bhubhatadeva (Samantasimha) ... son of Bhuyadadeva 

(to the Caulukyas of Anahilapataka 942) 

Rastrakuta Dynasty at Bhrigukaccha (Broach) in Lata, southeastern Gujarat 
Indraraja ... son of the Rastrakuta Dhruva Nirupama of Manyakheta ? 

Karrkaraja, Suvarnavarsa ... son of Indraraja 

Govindaraja, Prabhutavarsa ... son of Indraraja 

Dhruvaraja I, Dharavarsa Nirupama ... son of Karkkaraja 

Akalavarsa, Subhatunga ... son of Dhruvaraja I 

Dhruvaraja II, Dharavarsa Nirupama ... son of Akalavarsa 

Dantivarma, Aparimitavarsa ... son of (?) Akalavarsa 

Krisnaraja, Akalavarsa ... son of Dantivarma 

(to the Rastrakutas of Manyakheta or to the Pratiharas by c. 900) 

Caulukya (Solanki) Dynasty at Anahilapataka (Patan) 

Mularaja I ... son of Raji by Liladevi, sister of Bhubhatadeva (Samantasimha); abdicated 

Camundaraja ... son of Mularaja I; abdicated 

Vallabharaja ... son of Camundaraja 

Durlabharaja ... son of Camundaraja; abdicated 

Bhima I ... son of Nagadeva, son of Camundaraja 

Karnadeva ... son of Bhima I 

Siddharaja Jayasimha ... son of Karnadeva 

Kumarapala ... son of Tribhuvanapala, son of Haripala, son of Ksemaraja, son of Bhima I 

Ajayapala ... son of Mahipala, brother of Kumarapala 

Mularaja II... son of Ajayapala 

Bhima II ... son of Ajayapala; deposed 

Jayantasimha ... usurper; deposed 


5 An earlier Rastrakuta ruler of Lata was Karkkaraja (attested in 757), son of Govindaraja, son of 
Dhruvarajadeva, son of Karkkaraja (who might be identified with Karkka I of Manyakheta). 
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11227—1239: 
11242: 


Bhlma II ... restored 

Tribhuvanapala ... son of (?) Mularaja II 
(to the Vaghelas of Dhavalakkaka 1141:) 


:I 243 -IZ 49 : 

:i 15 1 — 1261 
1261—1274 
1274—1296 
1296—1304 


Vaghela Dynasty at Dhavalakkaka (Dholka) 

Viramadeva ... son of the yuvardja Viradhavala, son of the regent Lavanaprasada; deposed 

Visaladeva ... brother of Viramadeva; abdicated 

Arjunadeva ... son of Pratapamalla 

Sarangadeva ... son of Arjunadeva 

Karnadeva ... son of Rama, son of Arjunadeva; deposed 

(to the Delhi sultanate 1304) 


KAMARUPA (modern Asam, India’s northeastern plain along the Brahmaputra) 

Located in the extreme northeastern plain of the Indian subcontinent, the region now called Asam (Assam) 
enjoyed long periods of independence under local dynasties. But while their antiquity is impressive, their history 
is often obscure. Note for example the uncertain identity and order of the last Mleccha kings. Occasionally the 
area did fall under the control of external powers, most notably the Palas of Bengal in the 7 th and 12 th centuries. 
In the early 13 th century the region became the target of invasion by Muslims from the west and by Thai Shans 
from the east. It was the latter group who founded the long-lasting Ahom kingdom of Asam in 1228. 


f-3 50-374 
374-398 
398-422 
422—446 
446-470 
470-494 
494-518 
518-542 
542-566 
566—590 
590-595 
595—600 
c.600—650 


c.650—670 
f.670—? 


:740: 


:829: 
1836—85 5 


Varma Dynasty at Pragjyotisapura (Guvahati) 

Pusyavarma ... descendant of Naraka’s son Vajradatta; maharaja as Gupta vassal 

Samudravarma ... son of Pusyavarma 

Balavarma I ... son of Samudravarma 

Kalyanavarma ... son of Balavarma I 

Ganapativarma ... son of Kalyanavarma 

Mahendravarma ... son of Ganapativarma 

Narayanavarma ... son of Mahendravarma 

Bhutivarma ... son of Narayanavarma; maharajadhiraja 

Candramukhavarma ... son of Bhutivarma 

Sthitavarma ... son of Candramukhavarma 

Susthitavarma ... son of Sthitavarma 

Supratisthitavarma ... son of Susthitavarma 

Bhaskaravarma ... son of Susthitavarma 

(to the Mlecchas c.6 50) 

Mleccha Dynasty at Hadappesvara (near Tezpur) 

Salastambha ... descendant of Naraka’s son Bhagadatta 

Vijayastambha ... son of Salastambha 

Palakastambha ... son of Vijayastambha 

Kumarastambha ... son of Palakastambha 

Vajradeva ... son of Kumara 

Harsavarma ... son of Vajradeva 

Balavarma II ... son of Harsavarma 

Salambha (Cakra) ... son of (?) Balavarma II 

Arathi (Pralambha) ... brother of Salambha 

Harjaravarma ... son of Arathi; maharajadhiraja 

Vanamalavarma ... son of Harjaravarma; abdicated, died <r.8 5 5 
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c.8 5 5—860 Jayamala, ... son of Vanamalavarma 
f.86o—880 Virabahu ... son of Jayamala 
f.88o—900 Balavarma III ... son ofVirabahu 

f.900—1000 (7 more kings including Jivara, Diglekhavarma, Vigrahastambha, and the last, Tyagasimha 4 ) 

(to the Bhaumas by c.iooo) 

Bhauma Dynasty at Durjaya (Guvahati) 

c. 900—910 Brahmapala ... descendant of Naraka; maharajadhiraja 

f.92.0—960 Ratnapala ... son of Brahmapala 
f.960—990 Indrapala ... son of Purandarapala, son of Ratnapala 
c. 990—1015 Gopala ... son of Indrapala 

c.ioi 5 — 1040 Harsapala ... son of Gopala 
f.1040—1065 Dharmapala ... son of Harsapala 
f.1065 —1100 Jayapala ... son of Dharmapala 
c.iioo—1115 Timgyadeva ... Pala vassal 
c. 1115—1140 Vaidyadeva ... Pala vassal 

(to the Candravamsas c.i 140) 

Candravamsa Dynasty at Tezapura (Tezpur) 
c.i 140—1160 Rayarideva, Trailokyasimha ... son of Bhaskara 
c.i 160—? Udayakarna, Nihsankasimha ... son of Rayarideva 
:i 185: Vallabhadeva, Srivallabha ... son of Udayakarna 
?—1228 Visvasundaradeva ... son of (?) Vallabhadeva 
(to the Shan Ahoms of Assam 1228) 

KANAUJ (KANYAKUBJA) (modern Uttar Prades in India’s central northern plains) 
The term Kanauj is here used to designate conveniently what is now mostly Uttar Prades in north central 
India. The city of Kanyakubja (Kanauj) had become the capital of the Maukharis and Puspabhutis in the 6 th and 
7 th centuries, and it was then contested between Later Guptas, Palas, Pratlharas, Rastrahutas, and various local 
princes. Taken by Mahmud of Gaznin in 1018—1019, the city’s importance continued, as it became a seat of a 
branch of the Rastrakutas and of the Gahadavalas. Both dynasties fell to the Muslims in the early 1200s. 

Rulers of Kanyakubja (Kanauj) after the Later Guptas 

f.720—750 Yaiovarma ... narendra of Kanyakubja 
c. 750—770 Amaraja ... son ofYasovarma; deposed 

f.770—780 Vajrayudha ... Pancala ruler of Kanyakubja; Karkota vassal?; deposed 

c. 780—790 Indrayudha ... son of (?) Vajrayudha; Pratlhara vassal; deposed 

f.790—800 Cakrayudha ... son of (?) Vajrayudha; Pala vassal 

c.800—833 (to the Pratlharas c.800) 

f.833—835 Dunduka ... son of Amaraja 

f.835—850 Bhoja ... son of Dunduka 

(to the Pratlharas c.850; to Mahmud of Gaznin 1018) 

Rastrakuta Dynasty of Kanyakubja (Kanauj) and Vodamayuta (Budaun) 

1019:—? Candra ... narendra of Kanyakubja after the invasion of Mahmud of Gaznin 
Vigrahapala ... son of Candra 

4 It is unclear whether the last Mleccha kings were contemporary to or preceded their Bhauma successors. 
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Bhuvanapala ... son of Vigrahapala 

11085: Gopala ... son of Bhuvanapala; lost Kanyakubja to the Gahadavalas 

Tribhuvanapala ... son of Gopala 
: 1119: Madanapala ... son of Gopala 
Devapala ... son of Gopala 
Bhlmapala ... son of Devapala 
Surapala ... son of Bhlmapala 
Amritapala ... son of Surapala 
?—1 loi Lakhanapala ... son of Surapala 5 
(to the Gurids 1101) 

Gahadavala Dynasty of Kanyakubja (Kanauj) and Varanasi (Benares) 

:io 85 —i ioo: Candradeva ... son of Mahlcandra, son of Yasovigraha; maharaja 
:i 104—1109: Madanacandra ... son of Candradeva 
:i 114—1154: Govindacandra ... son of Madanacandra 
: 1168—1169: Vijayacandra ... son of Govindacandra 
:i 170—1193 Jayacandra ... son of Vijayacandra 
1193 —1197: Hariscandra ... son of Jayacandra 
1197:—: 1116 Adakkamalla 

(to the Delhi sultanate. :m6) 

KARNATAKA (in the western Deccan) 

The modern borders of Karnataka include many of the medieval political centers of the Deccan. The 
Calukyas came to control most of the Deccan in the 7 th and 8 th centuries; the Rastrakutas of Manyakheta were 
even more successful in this during the 9 th and 10 th ; they were followed by the Calukyas of Kalyanipura in the 
11 th and 11 th . However, external powers like the Eastern Gangas, Pallavas, and Yadavas, also occasionally 
succeeded in asserting their hegemony in the area. The Hoysalas of Dvarasamudra had to bear the weight of 
Delhi expansion in the early 14 th century and were ultimately replaced by their former vassals in Vijayanagara. 
The Hindu rulers of Vijayanagara succeeded in superficially unifying the entire south of the Deccan (including 
the neighboring island of Sri Lanka) until defeated by a hostile coalition of Muslim powers in 1565. Over the 
course of the next century Vijayanagara declined and succumbed to the invaders. 

Kadamba Dynasty at VaijayantI (Banavasi) 
c. 345—370 Mayurasarma... Pallava vassal 

c. 370—395 Kangavarma ... son of Mayurasarma; dharmamaharajadhiraja 

c. 395—420 Bhagiratha ... son ofKangavarma 

c.410—430 Raghu ... son of Bhagiratha 

f.430—450 Kakusthavarma ... son of Bhagiratha; abdicated 

c. 450—475 Santivarma ... son of Kakusthavarma 

f.475—490 Mrigesavarma ... son of Santivarma 

c. 490—497 Mandhatrivarma ... son of Kumaravarma, son of Kakusthavarma 

497—537 Ravivarma ... son of Mrigesavarma 
537—547 Harivarma ... son of Ravivarma 

547—565 Krisnavarma ... son of Simhavarma, son of Visnuvarma, son of Krisnavarma, son of 
Kakusthavarma 

565—606 Ajavarma ... son of Krisnavarma 


5 Lakhanapala was possibly succeeded by Bharahadeva. 
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606—640 


543-566 
566-597 
597-609 
609—641 
641-655 
65 5—681 
681 —696 
696-733 
73 3-744 
744-75 5 


c .6 50—675 
c . 6 j 5— 700 
f.700—715 
f-72-5-73 5 
£■•735-756 
£■•756-775 

£■•775-780 

£■•780-793 
793-814 
814—880 
880—915 
915-917 
917-930 
930-934 
934-939 
939-966 
966—971 
972-—973 


973-997 


997—1008 
1008—1014 
1014—1015 


Bhogivarma ... son of Ajavarma 
(to the Calukyas of VatapI 640) 

Calukya Dynasty at VatapI (Badaml) 

Pulakesi I ... son of Ranaraga, son of Jayasimha of Vallabha; maharaja as Kadamba vassal 

Klrttivarma I ... son of Pulakesi I 

Mangalesa ... son of Pulakesi I 

Pulakesi II, Satyasraya ... son of Klrttivarma I 

(to the Pallavas of KancI 6 ) 

Vikramaditya I... son of Pulakesi II 2; maharajadhiraja 

Vinayaditya ... son of Vikramaditya I 

Vijayaditya ... son of Vinayaditya 

Vikramaditya II ... son of Vijayaditya 

Klrttivarma II ... son of Vikramaditya II 

(to the Rastrakutas of Manyakheta 755) 

Rastrakuta (Balhara) Dynasty at Manyakheta (Malkhed), northern Karnataka 

Indra I ... son of Dantivarma; maharaja as Calukya vassal 

Govinda I ... son of Indra I 

Karkka I ... son of Govinda I 

Indra II ... son of Karkka I 

Dantidurga ... son of Indra II; maharajadhiraja 

Krisna I, Akalavarsa Subhatunga ... son of Karkka I 

Govinda II ... son of Krisna I 

Dhruva, Nirupama ... son of Krisna I 

Govinda III, Prabhutavarsa ... son of Dhruva 

Amoghavarsa I, Nripatunga ... son of Govinda III 

Krisna II, Akalavarsa Subhatunga ... son of Amoghavarsa I 

Indra III, Nityavarsa ... son of Jagattunga, son of Krisna II 

Amoghavarsa II... son of Indra III 

Govinda IV (Gojjiga), Prabhutavarsa Suvarnavarsa Nripatunga ... son of Indra III 
Amoghavarsa III (Vaddiga) ... brother of Indra III 
Krisna III (Kannara), Akalavarsa ... son of Amoghavarsa III 
Khottiga, Nityavarsa ... son of Amoghavarsa III 

Karkka II, Amoghavarsa Nripatunga ... son of Nirupama, son of Amoghavarsa III; deposed 
Indra IV ... son of “Krisnarajendraputra,” son of Krisna III; legitimist claimant 973—981 
(to the Calukyas of Kalyanapura 973) 

Calukya Dynasty at Kalyanapura (Kalyani), northern Karnataka 

Taila, Ahavamalla ... son of Vikramaditya, son of Ayyana, son of Bhima, son of Vikramaditya, son 
of Taila, son of Klrttivarma, son of Bhima, son of Vijayaditya of VatapI; married Jakaladevi, 
daughter of the Rastrakuta Karkka II; maharajadhiraja 
Satyasraya ... son of Taila 

Vikramaditya I ... son of Dasavarma, son of Taila 
Ayyana ... brother of Vikramaditya I 


6 The Calukya throne appears to have been claimed by Adityavarma, a son of Pulakesi II. 

7 In a later tradition mistakenly called son of Nedamari, son of Pulakesi II. 
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1015—1041 
1041—1068 
1068 —IO76 
IO76—I Il6 
I Il6—I 138 
1138—1151 
1151 —1156 
1156—1181 
1181—1189 


: 1147—1168 
1168—1177 
1177—1180 
1180—1183 
1183 — 1184: 


:7I3: 
716—788 
788—811 
811—853 
853-870 
870—907 
907-935 
935 
93 5-937 
937-960 

960—963 
963-974 

974-985 

985—1014 


11007: 

:i05l: 

:io8i —1098: 
c.i 100—1104 
1104—1147 
1147—1181 


Jayasimha ... brother of Ayyana 

Somesvara I ... son of Jayasimha 

Somesvara II ... son of Somesvara I; deposed 

Vikramaditya II ... son of Somesvara I 

Somesvara III, Bhulokamalla ... son of Vikramaditya II 

Perma, Jagadekamalla ... son of Somesvara III 

Tailapa, Trailokyamalla ... son of Somesvara III; deposed, died 1 163 

(to the Kalacuris of Kalyanapura) 

Somesvara IV, Tribhuvanamalla ... son of Tailapa; deposed, died 1198: 

(to the Yadavas of Devagiri 1189; to the Delhi sultanate 1317) 

Kalacuri Dynasty at Kalyanapura (Kalyani), northern Karnataka 

Bijjala ... son of Permadi; Calukya vassal, then mahdrdjddhirdja ; abdicated 
Somesvara ... son of Bijjala; associated 1165 
Sankama ... son of Bijjala 

Ahavamalla ... son of Bijjala; lost Kalyanapura 1181 
Singhana ... son of Bijjala; Calukya vassal 1183 
(disappearance of the line 1184:) 

Western Ganga Dynasty at Manyapura (Manne) and Kuvalala (Kolar), southern Karnataka 

Sivamara I ... son of Bhuvikrama; maharaja 

Sripurusa (Muttarasa) ... son of Sivamara I; mahdrdjddhirdja 

Sivamara II ... son of Sripurusa 

Rajamalla I ... son of Ranavikrama (Vijayaditya), son of Sripurusa 
Nitimarga I ... son of Rajamalla I 
Rajamalla II ... son of Nitimarga I 

Nitimarga II (Ereyappa) ... son of Butuga, son of Nitimarga I 
Narasimha ... son of Nitimarga II 
Rajamalla III ... son of Nitimarga II 

Butuga ... son of Nitimarga II; married RevakadevI, daughter of the Rastrahuta 
Amoghavarsa III of Manyakheta; Rastrakuta vassal 
Maruladeva ... son of Butuga 
Marasimha ... son of Butuga; abdicated, died 975? 

Rajamalla IV ... son of Marasimha 
Rakkasa ... son of Marasimha 
(to the Colas 1014) 

Kadamba Dynasty of Gopakapattana (Goa) and Candrapura (Candor) 

Sasthadeva I (Caturbhuja) ... son of Guhalladeva I, son of Nagarvarma; vassal of the Calukyas 
of Kalyanapura 

Guhalladeva II ... son of Sasthadeva I 

Sasthadeva II ... son of Guhalladeva II; married KhandaladevI, daughter of Vajjada II of Thana 

Jayakesi I ... son of Sasthadeva II 

Guhalladeva III ... son of Jayakesi I 

Vijayaditya I ... son of Guhalladeva III 

Jayakesi II ... son of Vijayaditya I 

Permadi (Sivacitta) ... son of Jayakesi II 
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1181 —1187 
1187—1111: 

:ili8—1136 
1136—1146 
1146—1163: 
1163:— C. I 3 00 
f.1300—1318 
1318-1344 
1344-1345 


:98c)—1031 
1031—1037 
1037-1044: 
:i050—1066: 
:io68—1116: 
:i075 —1089: 
:i099—1 1 3 ° 
: 113 1 : 
:i 1 31—1145: 

:ii47: 

c.1151 —1180 
1180—1117 
1117—1151: 
1151:—f.1160 
f.i 160—1315 
I 3 I 5 -I 347 


1011—1047 
1047—1098 
1098—1101 
1101—1108 
1108—1141 
1141—1173 
1173—f.mo 
c. 1110—113 5 
1135—1154 
1154—1191 

1191—1341 

1341-1346 


Vijayaditya II (Visnucitta) ... son ofjayakesi II; associated by 1158; vassal of the Hoysalas 
Jayakesi III ... son of Vijayaditya II 

+ Varjadeva (Sivacitta) ... son ofjayakesi III; associated 1193 —1101: 

Sovadeva (Tribhuvanamalla) ... son ofjayakesi III 
(to the Yadavas) 

Sasthadeva III... son of Sovadeva 

Kamadeva ... husband of daughter of Sovadeva; son of the Ratta Laksmideva II 
Anonymus ... son of (?) Kamadeva 
Vlradeva ... son of (?) Anonymus 

Suryadeva ... son ofVlradeva; husband of Venomaidevi, daughter of Purandararaya 
(to the Delhi sultanate 1345; to Vijayanagara 1380) 

Kadamba Dynasty at Panthipura (Hangal) 

Catta ... son of Irivabedangadeva; vassal of the Calukyas of Kalyanapura 

Jayasimha ... son of Catta 

Mayuvarma II (Mauli) ... son of Jayasimha 

Tailapa I (Toyimadeva) ... son of Jayasimha 

Kirttivarma II ... son of Tailapa I; at Vaijayantl 

Santivarma II ... son of Jayasimha; at Panthipura 

Tailapa II ... son of Santivarma II; at Panthipura; also Vaijayantl 1116: 

Mayuravarma III ... son of Tailapa II 
Mallikarjuna (Tribhuvanamalla) ... son of Tailapa II 
Tailama ... son of (?) Tailapa II 

Kirttideva ... son of Tailama; vassal of the Kalacuris of Kalyanapura 

Kamadeva ... son of Kirttideva; vassal of the Calukyas of Kalyanapura; cakravartti by 1191 

Mallideva ... son of Kamadeva; cakravartti , then vassal of the Yadavas by 1139 

Ramadeva ... son of (?) Kamadeva 

Kavadeva ... son of (?) Mallideva; cakravartti by 1307 

Purandararaya ... son of Kavadeva; deposed, died 1368 

(to Vijayanagara 1347) 

Hoysala Dynasty at Velapura (Beluru) and Dvarasamudra (Halebidu), southern Karnataka 

Nripakama ... son of Vinayaditya 

Vinayaditya ... son of Nripakama; Calukya vassal 

Ereyanga ... son of Vinayaditya 

Ballaja I ... son of Ereyanga 

Visnuvardhana ... son of Ereyanga 

Narasimha I ... son of Visnuvardhana 

Ballaja II ... son of Narasimha I; maharajadhiraja 

Narasimha II ... son of Ballaja II 

Somesvara ... son of Narasimha II 

Narasimha III ... son of Somesvara 

— Ramanatha ... son of Somesvara; rival c. 1160—1295 
Ballaja III, Vira ... son of Narasimha III 

— Visvanatha ... son of Ramanatha; rival 1195 — 1197 
Ballaja IV ... son of Ballaja III 

(to Vijayanagara 1346) 
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1336-1356 

1356-1377 

1377-1404 

1404— 1405 

1405— 1406 

1406— 1411 
1411 

1411—1416 
& 1411—1446 
1446-1447 
& 1446—1465 
1465-1485 
1485 


1485-1491 

1491 

1491-1505 


Sangama Dynasty at Vijayanagara 
Harihara I ... son ofYadava, son of Bukka 
Bukka I ... brother of Harihara I 
Harihara II ... son of Bukka I 
Virupaksa I ... son of Harihara II 
Bukka II ... son of Harihara II 
Devaraya I ... son of Harihara II 
Ramacandra ... son of Devaraya I 
Viravijaya I... son of Devaraya I 
Devaraya II... son of Viravijaya I 
Viravijaya II ... son of Viravijaya I; deposed 
Mallikarjuna ... son of Devaraya II 
Virupaksa II ... son of Viravijaya II 
Prandadeva ... son of Virupaksa II; deposed 
(to the Saluvas 1485) 

Saluva Dynasty at Vijayanagara 

Narasimha ... son of Gunda, son of Mangu, son of Gunda, son of Vanki 
Timmabhupala ... son of Narasimha 
Immadi Narasimha ... son of Narasimha 
(to the Tuluvas 1505) 


1505-1509 

1509-1519 
1 519— 1 54 i 
1541-1543 
1543-1569 


Tuluva Dynasty at Vijayanagara 

Vlra Narasimha ... son of Narasa Narasimha (regent 1490—1503), son of Isvara Nayaka; 
regent since 1503 

Krisnadeva ... brother of Vlra Narasimha 
Acyuta ... brother of Krisnadeva 
Venkata ... son of Acyuta 

Sadaslva ... son of Sriranga, brother of Acyuta; deposed, died 1576 
(to the Aravldus 1569) 


1569-1571 
1571—1586 
1586—1614 

1614— 1615 

1615— 1633 
1633—1641 
1641—1659 


Aravldu Dynasty at Penukonda (Ghanagiri) 

Tirumala ... brother of Ramaraya (regent 1543 — 1565) and son of Srirangarama, son of Ramaraja 
Sriranga I ... son of Tirumala 
Venkatapati I ... son of Tirumala 

Sriranga II ... son of Rama, son of Tirumala; deposed, died 1615 
Ramadeva ... son of Sriranga II 

Venkatapati II ... son of Sriranga, son of the regent Ramaraya, brother of Tirumala 
Sriranga III ... son of Cina Venkata, brother of Venkatapati II; adopted by Gopala, son of 
Sriranga, son of Venkatadri, brother of Tirumala; deposed, died 1679 
(to Bljapur and Golconda 1659 8 ) 


KASHMIR (KASmIRA) (in northernmost India and Pakistan) 

The history of Kashmir, the apple of discord between modern India and Pakistan, is illuminated by native 
traditional histories that appear fairly reliable from the 7 th century. A long succession of native dynasties ruled 
the vale of Kashmir from Srinagara and occasionally, most notably under the Karkotas in the 8 th century, 


8 A line of Hindu vassal princes survived until c. 1750. 
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interfered in the affairs of their southern neighbors. At its height Karkota hegemony extended down the whole 
course of the Ganges. Mounting pressure from Muslim expansion ended the relative isolation of Kashmir in the 
14 th century and in 1338 the area became subject of the Muslim Swat! Dynasty. The majority of the region’s 
population gradually converted to Islam. 


f.65 5—662 
661—711 
711—720 
720-724 
724-760 
760—762 
762—768 
768-772 
771-779 
779-810 
810—822 
822—829 
829—841 
841 —846 
846—849 
849-854 


854—881 

881—900 

900—902 

902 

902—905 

905—921 

921— 922 

922— 932 

932- 933 

933- 934 
934 
934 

934- 937 
937-939 

939 


939-948 

948-949 


Karkota Dynasty at Srinagara 

Durlabhavardhana ... husband of Anangalekha, daughter of the Huna Baladitya 

Durlabhaha, Pratapaditya ... son of Durlabhavardhana 

Candrapida, Vajraditya ... son of Durlabhaka 

Tarapida, Udayaditya ... son of Durlabhaka 

Muktapida, Lalitaditya ... son of Durlabhaka 

Kuvalayapida ... son of Muktaplda; abdicated 

Vappiyaka, Vajraditya ... son of Muktaplda 

Prithivyapida I ... son of Vappiyaka 

Samgramapida ... son of Vappiyaka 

Jayapida, Vinayaditya ... son of Vappiyaka 9 

Lalitapida ... son of Jayaplda 

Prithivyaplda II, Samgramaplda ... son of Jayaplda 

Cippatajayapida, Brihaspati... son of Lalitaplda 

Ajitapida ... son of Tribhuvanapida, son ofVappiyaka; deposed 

Anangapida ... son of Prithivyaplda II; deposed 

Utpalapida ... son of Ajitaplda; deposed 

(to the Utpalas 854) 

Utpala Dynasty at Srinagara 

Avantivarma ... son of Sukhavarma, son of Utpala 

Sankaravarma ... son of Avantivarma 

Gopalavarma ... son of Sankaravarma 

Samkata ... real or pretended son of Sankaravarma 

Sugandha ... mother of Gopalavarma; deposed, died 914 

Partha ... son of Nirjitavarma (below); deposed 

Nirjitavarma ... son of Sukhavarma, son of Suravarma, brother of Avantivarma; deposed 

Cakravarma ... son of Nirjitavarma; deposed 

Suravarma I ... son of Nirjitavarma; deposed 

Partha ... restored; deposed, died 938 

Cakravarma ... restored; fled 

Sambhuvardhana ... minister; son of Meruvardhana; deposed, died 934 
Cakravarma ... restored 
Unmattavanti ... son of Partha 

Suravarma II ... real or pretended son of Unmattavanti; deposed 
(to the Yaiaskaras 939) 

Yasaskara Dynasty at Srinagara 

Yaiaskaradeva ... minister; son of Prabhakaradeva, son of Kamadeva 
Samgramadeva ... son of Yaiaskaradeva 
(to the Parvaguptas 949) 


9 During the absence of Jayapida on campaign, the throne was usurped by his brother-in-law Jajja for 3 years. 
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949- 950 

950- 958 
958-971 

971-973 

973-975 

975-980 

980—1003 


1003—1018 
1018 
1018—1063 
1063—1089 
1089 
1089—1 IOI 

IIOI— I I I I 
1111 
III I —I III 
III 1—I 1 10 
I 1 10—I III 
I III —1113 
1113-1155 
1155-1165 
1165 — 1171 


1171—1181 
1181 —1199 
1199—1113 
1113—1136 
1136—1151 
1151—1173 
1173—1186 
1186—1301 
1301—1310 
1310 
1310—1313 
1313 
1313-1338 
1338 


Parvagupta Dynasty at Srlnagara 

Parvagupta ... minister; son of Samgramagupta, son of Abhlnava 

Ksemagupta ... son of Parvagupta 

Abhlmanyu ... son of Ksemagupta 

Nandigupta ... son of Abhlmanyu 

Tribhuvana ... son of Abhlmanyu 

Bhimagupta ... son of Abhlmanyu 

Didda ... mother of Abhlmanyu; daughter of Simharaja of Lohara, son of Canduraja 
(to the Loharas 1003) 

Lohara Dynasty at Srlnagara 

Samgramaraja ... son of Udayaraja of Lohara, brother of Didda 

Hariraja ... son of Samgramaraja 

Ananta ... son of Samgramaraja; abdicated, died 1081 

Kalasa, Ranaditya ... son of Ananta 

Utkarsa ... son of Kalasa; deposed, died 1089 

Harsa ... son of Kalasa 

Uccala ... son of Malla, son of Gunga, son of Jassaraja, son of Kantiraja, brother of Didda 
Sankharaja 10 ... son of Sadda, descendant of Kamadeva 
Salhana ... brother of Uccala; deposed 
Sussala ... brother of Salhana; deposed 

Bhiksacara ... son of Bhoja, son of Harsa; deposed, died 1130 

Sussala ... restored; abdicated, died 1118 

Jayasimha, Simhadeva ... son of Sussala 

Paramanuka ... son of Jayasimha 

Vantideva ... son of Paramanuka 

(to the Vuppadevas 1171) 

Vuppadeva Dynasty at Srlnagara 

Vuppadeva ... elected by the ministers ofVantideva; deposed 

Jassaka ... brother of Vuppadeva 

Jagadeva ... son of Jassaka 

Rajadeva ... son of Jagadeva 

Samgramadeva ... son of Rajadeva 

Ramadeva ... son of Samgramadeva 

Laksmadeva ... adopted son of Ramadeva 

Simhadeva ... kinsman of Laksmadeva; lord of Dakhinpara 

Suhadeva ... brother of Simhadeva; deposed 

Ramacandra ... minister of Suhadeva 

Rincana ... husband of Kotadevi, daughter of Ramacandra 

Haidaracandra ... son of Rincana 

Udayanadeva ... married Kotadevi, widow of Rincana 

Kotadevi... widow of Rincana and Udayanadeva; daughter of Ramacandra 

(to the Muslim Swat! Dynasty 1338) 


Originally named Radda. 
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MAHARASTRA (in the northwestern Deccan) 

The region of Maharastra in the northwestern Deccan produced two major dynasties at the beginning and 
end of the period included in this survey. The Vakatakas became allies and vassals of the Guptas in the 4 th and 
5 th centuries, and Harisena commissioned the Buddhist cave temples of Ajanta (Ajintha). After their fall in the 
6 th century the area was long dominated by external powers from Andhra, Malava, and Karnataka. In the late 
12 th century a Calukya vassal founded the Yadava Dynasty of Devagiri, which had to fight off the expansion of 
the Muslim Delhi sultanate for two decades before succumbing in 1317. The area became the base of Muslim 
expansion into the south and it was in it that the first Deccan sultanates were formed during the decline of 
Delhi in the later 14 th century. 


c. 300—330 
f.330— 360 
f.360—385 

c. 385-390 
c. 390-405 

c.405—410 
c. 410—445 
f- 445-455 
^• 455-475 


1458: 
■.461-477 
c. 477-483 
c.483 —1486 


1486—? 


■■ 596 : 

:6oi—6io: 


= 843 ?: 
: 8 51 / 3—877: 


Vakataka Dynasty at Nandivardhana (Nagardhan) and Pravarapura (Pavnar) 

Pravarasena I ... son of Vindhyasakti; maharaja 
Rudrasena I ... son of Gautamiputra, son of Pravarasena I 
Prithivlsena I ... son of Rudrasena I 
Rudrasena II ... son of Prithivlsena I 

Prabhavatl... widow of Rudrasena II; daughter of Candragupta II; abdicated, died c. 433: 

+ Divakarasena ... son of Rudrasena II and Prabhavatl; associated asyuvardja c.390—403: 

Damodarasena ... son of Rudrasena II and Prabhavatl 

Pravarasena II ... son of Rudrasena II and Prabhavatl 

Narendrasena ... son of Pravarasena II 

Prithivlsena II ... son of Narendrasena 

(to the Vakatakas of Vatsagulma c. 475) 

Vakataka Dynasty at Vatsagulma (Basim) 

Sarvasena I ... son of Pravarasena I 
Vindhyasena (Vindhyasakti) ... son of Sarvasena I 
Pravarasena ... son of Vindhyasena 
Sarvasena II... son of Pravarasena 
Devasena ... son of Sarvasena II 
Harisena (Punyavarma?) ... son of Devasena 
Sarvasena III (Anantavarma?) ... son of Harisena 
Bhaskaravarma? ... son of Sarvasena III 
(to the Kalacuris of Mahismati by 486) 

Kalacuri or Kataccuri Dynasty of Mahismati (Onkar Mandhata) 

Subandhu (Visruta) ... married Manjuvadini, daughter of Sarvasena 

Anonymus ... son of (?) Subandhu 

Krisnaraja ... son of Anonymus 

Saiikaragana ... son of Krisnaraja 

Buddharaja ... son of Saiikaragana 

(to the Calukyas ofVatapi, then the Rastrakutas of Manyakheta, then the Paramaras of 
Dhara and Ujjayini) 

Silahara Dynasty of Northern Konkana at Sthanaka (Thana), western Maharastra 

Kapardi I ... raja as vassal of the Rastrakutas of Manyakheta 

Pullasakti ... son of Kapardi I 

Kapardi II, Yuvalaghu ... son of Pullasakti 
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■. 91 6: 


: 993-997: 

1017—:i020 
1020—:I014 
1024—1034: 

:i039: 

1047—1060: 
1081 — 1094: 
1138—1139: 

1148—11 54: 
11 56—1161: 
1184—1197: 

:i 198: 
1204—1239: 

:i254: 

1259—1260: 


■.c.76y. 


:988: 
1008—1010: 


:i058: 


Vappuvanna ... son of Kapardl II 
Jhanjha ... son ofVappuvanna 
Goggi... son ofVappuvanna 
Vajjada I ... son of Goggi 
Chadvaideva ... son of Goggi 

Aparajita ... son of Vajjada I; vassal of the Calukyas of Kalyanapura, then maharaja 

Vajjada II... son of Aparajita 

Kesideva I (Arikesari) ... son of Aparajita 

(to the Paramaras) 

Chittaraja ... son of Kesideva I; vassal of the Kadambas of Candrapura 

Nagarjuna ... son of Kesideva I 

Mummuni... son of Kesideva I 

Anantadeva I (Anantapala) ... son of Nagarjuna 

Aparaditya I ... son of (?) Anantadeva 

+ Vikramaditya ... son of Aparaditya I; associated in Pranala (Panhale) by 1139 

Haripaladeva ... son of (?) Aparaditya I 

Mallikarjuna ... son of Mahananda, son of (?) Aparaditya I 

Aparaditya II ... son of (?) Mallikarjuna; Caulukya vassal, then maharajadhiraja 

Anantadeva II ... son of (?) Aparaditya II 

Kesideva II ... son of Apararka (Aparaditya II?) 

Anantadeva III ... son of (?) Kesideva II 
Somesvara ... son of (?) Anantadeva III 
(to the Yadavas by 1272) 

Silahara Dynasty of Southern Konkana at Candrapura (Candor) and Balipattana (Kharepatan) 

Sanaphulla ... vassal of the Rastrakutas of Manyakheta 

Dhammiyara ... son of Sanaphulla 

Amalia ... son of (?) Dhammiyara 

Aiyaparaja ... son of Dhammiyara 

Avasara I... son of Ayiyaparaja 

Adityavarma ... son of Avasara I 

Avasara II ... son of Adityavarma 

Indraraja ... son of Avasara II 

Bhlma ... son of Indraraja 

Avasara III... son of Bhlma 

Rattaraja ... son of Avasara III; vassal of the Calukyas of Kalyanapura 
(to the Calukyas of Kalyanapura by 1024) 

Silahara Dynasty at Karahata (Karhad) and Kollapura (Kolhapur) 

Jatiga I ... vassal of the Rastrakutas? 

Nayivarma ... son of Jatiga I 

Jatiga II ... son of Nayivarma; vassal of the Calukyas of Kalyanapura 
Gonka I ... son of Jatiga II 
+ Guhala I ... son of Jatiga II 
+ Klrttiraja ... son of Jatiga II 
+ Candraditya ... son of Jatiga II 
Marasimha ... son of Gonka I 
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11089 —I 100 
1100—:i 110 
:i 110—1135: 
:i 141—1153: 
:i 181—1109: 


1185 — 1191 
1191 —1110 
1110—1147 
1147—1160 
I160—1171 
1171 
1171 —1311 
1311 —1313 

1313 

1313 —13i7 


Guhala II ... son of Marasimha 

+ Gonka II (Gangadeva) ... son of Marasimha 

Bhoja I ... son of Marasimha 

Ballala ... son of Marasimha 

Gandaraditya ... son of Marasimha 

Vijayaditya ... son of Gandaraditya 

Bhoja II ... son of Vijayaditya; rajadhiraja ; deposed 

(to the Yadavas by 1113) 

Yadava Dynasty at Devagiri (Daulatabad) 

Bhillama ... son of Karnadeva Calukya vassal, then maharajadhiraja 

Jaiturgi ... son of Bhillama 

Singhana ... son of Jaiturgi 

Krisna ... son of Jaiturgi, son of Singhana 

Mahadeva ... brother of Krisna 

Amana ... son of Mahadeva; deposed, died 1171 

Ramacandra ... son of Krisna 

Sankaradeva ... son of Ramacandra 

(to the Delhi sultanate) 

Harapaladeva ... husband of daughter of Ramacandra 
(to the Delhi sultanate 1317) 


MALAVA (Malwa, modern Madhya Prades in central India) 

Located in west central India, Malava (earlier called Avanti) was subject to the Aulikaras, probably at least 
occasional vassals of the Guptas, in the 5 th century. Prakasadharma and Yasodharma defeated the Hunas in the 
6 th century, but after this the dynasty seems to have been replaced by the Later Guptas until sometime in the 8 th 
century. The next dynasty, the Pratlharas of Ujjayini, succeeded in taking over most of the northern plains 
indlucing Kanauj and Rajputana in the 8 th and 9 th centuries, before succumbing to the Paramaras and Candellas 
in the 1 i th . The two new dynasties largely divided northern India among themselves, with the Paramaras being 
dominant in the west and the Candellas in the east. A third line of kings, the Kajacuris of Tripurl, were even 
more successful in the short term, expanding their hegemony from Malava to the Punjab, Nepal, and Orissa. 
Both Candellas and Paramaras were destroyed by the Delhi sultanate in the early 1300s. 


c . 350-? 


1404-417 

=413 

:43d 


■.467: 


First (Aulikara) Dynasty at Dasapura (Mandasor) 

Jayavarma... narendra 

Simhavarma ... son of Jayavarma; maharaja 

Naravarma ... son of Simhavarma 

Visvavarma ... son of Naravarma 

Bandhuvarma ... son of Visvavarma 

Rudravarma (Daseraka) ... son of (?) Bandhuvarma 

Prabhakara[varma?] ... son of (?) Rudravarma 


Second (Aulikara?) Dynasty at Dasapura (Mandasor) 

473: Dravyavardhana... maharajadhiraja 

:49i ?: Adityavardhana ... son of (?) Dravyavardhana 11 


Or of Mallugi. 
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f.400—? 


:5I5: 
: 5 —9 5 3 — : 


c. 730—? 


=778-783: 

=795—833 
833-1836 
:8 3 6— 881: 
: 893 ~ 9 ° 7 : 

1914-941: 

: 945 : 

1948: 

= 95 3—95 5 = 
■.960: 
?—1019 
1019—1017: 
: 1036: 


c.800—818 
f.818—843 
c.843-893 
f.893—918 


Third (Aulikara) Dynasty and successors at Dasapura (Mandasor) 

Drumavardhana... sendpati 

Jayavardhana ... son of Drumavardhana 

Ajitavardhana ... son of Jayavardhana 

Vibhisanavardhana ... son of Ajitavardhana 

Rajyavardhana ... son of Vibhisanavardhana 

Prakasadharma (Bhagavatprakasa) ... son of Rajyavardhana 

Yasodharma (Visnuvardhana) ... son of (?) Prakasadharma; rdjddhirdja 

Bhaskaravarma ... son of Virasoma by (?) a daughter of Yasodharma 

Kumaravarma ... son of Bhaskaravarma 

(to the Later Guptas c. 590?) 

Pratihara Dynasty at Ujjayini and Kanyakubja (Kanauj) 

Nagabhata I ... nripa at Ujjayini 

Kakkuka, Kakkustha ... son of brother of Nagabhata I 
Devaraja, Devaiakti ... brother of Kakkuka 
Vatsaraja ... son of Devaraja 

Nagabhata II ... son of Vatsaraja; gained Kanyakubja c.8oo 

Ramabhadra ... son of Nagabhata II; lost Kanyakubja 

Bhoja I ... son of Ramabhadra; regained Kanyakubja f.850; maharaja 

Mahendrapala I ... son of Bhoja I 

Bhoja II ... son of Mahendrapala I 

Vinayakapala I 14 ... son of Mahendrapala I 

Mahendrapala II ... son of Vinayakapala I 

Devapala ... son of (?) Vinayakapala I 

Vinayakapala II 14 ... son of (?) Mahendrapala II 

Vijayapala ... brother of Devapala 

Rajyapala ... son of Vijayapala 

Trilocanapala ... son of Rajyapala; lost Kanyakubja to Mahmud of Gaznin 1019 
Yasahpala ... son of (?) Trilocanapala 
(to the Candellas and Paramaras 1036:) 

Paramara Dynasty at Dhara/Dharanagara (Dhar) 

Upendra, Krisnaraja ... maharaja as vassal of the Rastrakutas of Deccan 
Vairisimha I ... son of Upendra 
Siyaka I ... son of Vairisimha I 
Vakpati I ... son of Siyaka I 


11 Attested as overlord of the Manavayani maharaja Gauri, son ofYasagupta, son of Rastra, son of 
Rajyavardhana, son of Punyasoma. The identifications of Dravyavardhana (mahdrdjddhirdja after 473) with 
Drumavardhana, and of Adityavardhana (narendra in 491) with Ajitavardhana, seem chronologically impossible. 
Therefore, Dravyavardhana and Adityavardhana appear to have belonged to a different lineage, and it has also 
been suggested that Adityavardhana is identical to the Manavayani ruler Gauri; but the titles and names do not 
seem to match. 

Perhaps identical to Mahipala (:9i4—917:), Ksitipala, and Herambapala, the latter two being named as father 
of Devapala. 

14 Perhaps identical to Mahipala (: 9 5 5:) and Ksitipala, the latter being named as predecessor of Vijayapala. 
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C.918 —1948 
1948—972: 

■■974-993: 

1998—1000: 
: 1020—1047: 

: 1080—1086: 

:i094— 1128: 
: 113 3 —1168: 

:i 190—1193: 

:i 210—121 5: 
:i2i8—1233: 
:i243 —1250: 
:i2$6— :i269 
^269—1274: 
: 1283: 


?—1305 


f.83 1—845 
f.845—865 
f.865—880 
c . 880—885 
f.885—905 
f.905-925 
C . 925-:954 
:954—1002: 
:ioi9—1022: 
1022:—f.103 5 
f.1035—:i050 
: 1050: 
:i073 —1090: 

■■HIT- 

:i 129—1163: 
:i 165 — 1202 
1202 
1202—:i205 
:i205 —1241: 


Vairisimha II, Vajrata ... son of Vakpati I 

Slyaka II, Harsasimha ... son of Vairisimha II; maharajadhiraja 

Vakpati II, Munja ... real or pretended son of Siyaka II 

Sindhuraja, Kumaranarayana ... son of Siyaka II 

Bhoja I ... son of Sindhuraja 

Jayasimha I ... son of Bhoja I 

Udayaditya ... son of Sindhuraja 

Laksmadeva 15 ... son of Udayaditya 

Naravarma ... son of Udayaditya 

Yasovarma ... son of Naravarma 

Jayavarma I ... son of Yasovarma 

Vindhyavarma ... son of Jayavarma I 

Subhatavarma ... son of Vindhyavarma 

Arjunavarma I ... son of Subhatavarma 

Devapala ... son of Hariscandra, son of Laksmivarma, son of Yasovarma 

Jaitugideva ... son of Devapala 

Jayavarma II ... son of Devapala 

Jayasimha II ... son of (?) Devapala 

Arjunavarma II ... son of Jayasimha II 

Bhoja II ... son of (?) Jayasimha II 

Mahlahadeva 

(to the Delhi sultanate 1305) 

Candella Dynasty at Khajuravahaka (Khajuraho) in Jejakabhukti (Bundelakhand) 

Nannuka ... son of Candrateya Muni; maharaja as Pratlhara vassal 

Vakpati ... son of Nannuka 

Jayasakti... son of Vakpati 

Vijayasakti... son of Vakpati 

Rahila ... son of Vijayasakti 

Harsa ... son of Rahila 

Yasovarma ... son of Harsa 

Dhanga ... son of Yasovarma; maharajadhiraja 

Ganda ... son of Dhanga 

Vidyadhara ... son of Ganda 

Vijayapala ... son of Vidyadhara 

Devendravarma ... son of Vijayapala 

Klrttivarma ... son of Vijayapala 

Sallaksanavarma ... son of Klrttivarma 

Jayavarma ... son of Sallaksanavarma 

Prithvivarma ... son of Klrttivarma 

Madanavarma ... son of Prithvivarma 

Paramardi ... son of Yasovarma, son of Madanavarma; Gurid vassal 1202 
Ajayadeva ... minister of Paramardi 
(to the Gurids) 

Trailokyavarma ... son of Paramardi 


5 Possibly identical with Jaggadeva. 
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:ii54—1185: 
:ii88—1289 
1189—1311: 
= 1 3 1 5 = 


Vlravarma I ... son of Trailokyavarma 
Bhojavarma ... son of Vlravarma I 
Hammivarma ... son of Vlravarma I 
Vlravarma II ... son of (?) Hammivarma 
(to the Delhi sultanate 1315:) 


1878: 
: 8 8 8 : 


: 1001 
:ioi9—1034 
:i04i—1051 
:I °73 
: 11 5 1 
:II55-US9 
:i 167—1177 
:i 180—1111 


11079: 
: 1114: 
:i 116—1118: 
:i 141 — 11 58: 
:i 161 —1167: 

:1181: 
: 1190: 
: 1118: 


Kalacuri Dynasty at Tripuri (Tewar) in Cedi 

Kokkalla I ... son of (?) Laksmanaraja 

Saiikaragana I ... son of Kokkalla I 

Balaharsa ... son of Saiikaragana I 

Yuvaraja I, Keyuravarsa ... son of Saiikaragana I 

Laksmanaraja ... son of Yuvaraja I 

Saiikaragana II ... son of Laksmanaraja 

Yuvaraja II ... son of Laksmanaraja 

Kokkalla II ... son of Yuvaraja II 

Gaiigeyadeva, Vikramaditya ... son of Kokkalla II 

Kama, Laksmanaraja ... son of Gaiigeyadeva 

Yasahkarna ... son of Kama 

Gayakarna ... son of Yasahkarna 

Narasimha ... son of Gayakarna 

Jayasimha ... son of Gayakarna 

Vijayasimha ... son of Jayasimha 

(to the Candellas by 1111; to the Delhi sultdn&tz 1315:) 

Kalacuri or Haihaya Dynasty at Tummana (Tumana) and Ratnapura (Ratanpur) 

Kaliiigaraja ... descendant of Kokkalla I of Tripuri; conquered Daksina Kosala 

Kamalaraja ... son of Kaliiigaraja 

Ratnadeva I (Ratnaraja) ... son of Kamalaraja 

Prithvldeva I (Prithvlsa) ... son of Ratnadeva I 

Jajalladeva I ... son of Prithvldeva I 

Ratnadeva II ... son of Jajalladeva I 

Prithvldeva II ... son of Ratnadeva II 

Jajalladeva II ... son of Prithvldeva II 

Jagaddeva ... son of Prithvldeva II 

Ratnadeva III ... son of Jagaddeva 

Prithvldeva III... son of Ratnadeva III 

Pratapamalla ... son of Ratnadeva III 

(to the Candellas after 1118?; to the Delhir«/fei»ate 1315:?) 


ORISSA/UDISA (URlSA/UpISA) (in the northeastern Deccan) 

Orissa or Udisa (also called Utkala and Odra), the ancient Kaliiiga, was famous as the kingdom whose 
bloody defeat by the Maurya Asoka had led to his conversion to Buddhism in the 3 rd century BC. In the 4 th and 
5 th centuries AD the region was under Gupta hegemony. External powers like the Palas of Bengal or the 
Rastrahutas of Manyakheta occasionally extended their hegemony to the area, but for the most part Orissa 
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remained under the rule of local dynasties. Some of these, like the Matharas, Vasisthas, and Pitribhaktas were 
confined to fairly limited areas.' 6 More powerful and extensive states were built up by the Gangas and the 
Somavamsis. The Eastern Gangas and their Gajapati, Bhoi, and Calukya successors had to resist increasing 
Muslim expansion from neighboring Bengal. This resistance was generally successful, until the last Hindu rulers, 
weakened by civil war, were overcome in 1568. 


r.400—420 
r.420—450 
c.450—480 
c.480—498 


Mathara Dynasty at Simhapura (Singupuram) and Pistapura (Pithapuram), southern Kalinga 

Saktivarma ... son of Sankaravarma; maharaja at Pistapura 
Prabhanjanavarma ... son of Saktivarma 
Anantasaktivarma ... son of (?) Prabhanjanavarma 
Candravarma ... son of Antantasaktivarma 
(to the Eastern Gangas r.498) 


Vasistha Dynasty at Devapura, southern Kalinga 

f.440—465 Gunavarma ... maharaja of Devarastra 
f.465—490 Prabhanjanavarma ... son of Gunavarma 
c.490—515 Anantavarma ... son of Prabhanjanavarma 
(to the Eastern Gangas c. 515) 


c.440—480 
r.480-495 
c. 495 — 510 
c. 520—530 


496-534 
534-? 
1560— 562: 
:575 — 576 : 

= 583-587= 

1624—634: 
1633-650: 

1679—691: 
:700: 
= 717 = 
=747-752-= 


Pitribhakta Dynasty at Simhapura, southern Kalinga 

Umavarma ... maharaja of Simhapura 
Vasusenaraja ... son of Umavarma 
Nandaprabhanjanavarma ... son of (?) Vasusenaraja 
Candavarma ... son of (?) Nandaprabhanjanavarma 
(to the Eastern Gangas c. 530) 

(Earlier) Eastern Ganga Dynasty at Kalinganagara (Mukhalingam) 
Indravarma I ... maharaja of Trikalinga 
Maharajendravarma ... son of (?) Indravarma I 
Mahasamantavarma ... son of (?) Maharajendravarma 
Hastivarma, Ranabhlta ... son of (?) Mahasamantavarma 
Indravarma II, Rajasimha ... son of (?) Hastivarma 
Mitravarma '7 ... son of (?) Indravarma II 
Indravarma III ... son of Mitravarma 

Indravarma IV ... son of Danarnava, son of (?) Indravarma II 

Gunarnava 18 ... son of Indravarma IV 

Devendravarma I ... son of Gunarnava 

Anantavarma ... son of Devendravarma I 

Nandavarma ... son of Anantavarma 

Devendravarma II ... son of Anantavarma 


16 To add to the confusion, these petty dynasties were partly contemporary and perhaps interrelated, with several 
rulers bearing the same names. As a result scholarly reconstructions have varied, with kings from different lines 
included in varying order; further, a king Visakhavarma ruling at Sripura cannot be placed with any certainty. 
The present listing should be regarded as somewhat tentative. 

'7 It is not certain that Mitravarma ever reigned or that Indravarma III is identical with Mitravarma s son 
Indravarma. 

18 It is not certain that Gunarnava ever reigned. 
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780—800 
804—806 
809 — 838 
■.847 
'■854 


: 889—89 3: 


f.560—610 
:6i9—639: 
c.670—695 
f.695—716 

f.726-735 
f-73 5-740 


736-? 

: 756 : 

: 79°? : 

:8o9?: 

1819: 

1836: 

= 839= 

1846: 


881 

885 

894 


1916—923: 


c.480—500 


Rajendravarma I ... son of (?) Devendravarma II 
Anantavarma II ... son of Rajendravarma I 
Devendravarma III ... son of Rajendravarma I 
Rajendravarma II ... son of Anantavarma II 
Satyavarma ... son of Devendravarma III 
Ananatavarma III ... son of Devendravarma III 

Bhupendravarma, Marasimha ... son of Vajri, son of (?) Devendravarma III 
Devendravarma IV ... son of Bhupendravarma 
(to the Somavamsls c. 900?) 

Sailodbhava Dynasty at Kongoda 

Madhavaraja I, Sainyabhlta I ... son of Ranabhlta (Dharmaraja?); maharaja 
Ayasobhlta I... son of Madhavaraja I 

Madhavaraja II, Sainyabhlta II (Madhavavarma) ... son of Ayasobhlta I; vassal of Gauda 

Madhyamaraja I, Ayasobhlta II ... son of Madhavaraja II 

Dharmaraja, Manabhita ... son of Madhyamaraja I; maharajadhiraja 

— Madhava[varma?] ... son of Ayasobhlta II; rival r.690 

Madhyamaraja II, Ayasobhlta III, ... son of Dharmaraja 

Allaparaja ... son of (?) Madhava[varma?] 

Tailapanibha ... son of Allaparaja 
Madhyamaraja III ... son of Tailapanibha 
(to the Bhaumas by 786) 

Bhauma or Kara Dynasty at Guhesvarapataka/Viraja (Jajpur) 

Ksemaiikaradeva ... maharaja-, apparently initiated the Bhauma era of 736 
Sivakaradeva I, Unmattasimha, Bharasaha ... son of Ksemaiikaradeva 
Subhakaradeva I ... son of Sivakaradeva I 
Sivakaradeva II ... son of Subhakaradeva I; maharajadhiraja 
Santikaradeva I, Gayada, Lalitahara ... son of Subhakaradeva I 
Subhakaradeva II ... son of Sivakaradeva II 

Subhakaradeva III, Simhaketu, Kusumahara ... son of Santikaradeva I and Tribhuvanamahadevi I 
Tribhuvanamahadevi I ... mother of Subhakaradeva III; daughter of Rajamalla I of the 
Western Gaiigas; abdicated 

Santikaradeva II, Gayada, Lonabhara ... son of Subhakaradeva III 
Subhakaradeva IV, Kusumahara ... son of Santikaradeva II 
Sivakaradeva III, Lalitahara ... son of Santikaradeva II 

Tribhuvanamahadevi II (Prithvimahadevl) ... widow of Subhakaradeva IV; deposed 
Santikaradeva III, Lonabhara ... son of Sivakaradeva III 
Subhakaradeva V ... son of Sivakaradeva III 
GaurimahadevI... widow of Subhakaradeva V 

DandimahadevI... daughter of Subhakaradeva V and GaurimahadevI 
VakulamahadevI... widow of Subhakaradeva V 
DharmamahadevI... widow of Santikaradeva III 
(to the Somavamsls) 

Sarabhapurlya Dynasty at Sarabhapura (Malhar?) and Srlpura (Sirpur), in Daksina Kosala 
Sarabha ... vassal of the Guptas 
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c. 500—530 
£■•5 30-5 5 ° 
£■•5 50—560 
f.560 
f. 5 60—570 
c. 570—580 
c. 5 80—600 


c.600—630 
f.630—660 
c.660 —685 
f.685—695 
£■•695—710 
c.710—730 
c. 730—780 
f.780—800 


f.790—? 


?—c.88o 


c.86o—880 
c.88o—910 

£■•910-955 

£■•95 5-975 
£■• 975-995 
£■-9 95 — 1010 
cuoio—1022 
f.1022—1040 

c. 1040—1065 
f.1065 —1080 
f.1080—1095 
c. 109 5—1112: 
:f.i 114: 


Narendra ... son of Sarabha; maharaja 
Prasannamatra ... son of (?) Narendra 
Jayaraja ... son of Prasannamatra 
Pravararaja I ... son of Jayaraja 

Manamatra (Mahadurgaraja) ... son of Prasannamatra 
Sudevaraja ... son of Manamatra 
Pravararaja II ... son of Manamatra 
(to the Panduvamsls c.600) 

Panduvamsa Dynasty at Srlpura (Sirpur), in Daksina Kosala; chronology very uncertain 

Indrabala ... son of Udayana 

Nanna I... son of Indrabala; rajadhiraja 

Tivaradeva, Mahaiiva ... son of Nanna I 

Nanna II ... son of Tivaradeva 

Candragupta ... son of Nanna I 

Harsagupta ... son of Candragupta 

Balarjuna, Mahasivagupta ... son of Harsagupta 

Sivanandl ... son of Balarjuna 

(to the Nalas c.800) 

Nala Dynasty at Puskari (Padagarh?); chronology very uncertain 

Prithviraja... maharaja 19 

Viruparaja ... son of Prithviraja 

Vilasatunga ... son of Viruparaja 

(to the Somavamsis c.88o?) 

Somavamsa Dynasty at Suvarnapura (Sonpur), Vinitapura, and Yajatinagara (Jagati) 

Sivagupta ... descendant of the Panduvamsls; ruler of Daksina Kosala and Utkala (Odra) 

Janamejaya I, Mahabhavagupta, Dharmakandarpa ... son of Sivagupta 

Yajati I, Mahasivagupta, Svabhavatunga? ... son of Janamejaya I 

Bhimaratha, Mahabhavagupta ... son of Yajati I 

Dharamaratha, Mahasivagupta, Rajamalla ... son of Bhimaratha 

Nahusa, Mahabhavagupta ... son of Bhimaratha 

Indraratha ... son of Bhimaratha; deposed 

Yajati II, Mahasivagupta, Candihara ... son of Abhimanyu, son of Vicitravira, son of 
Janamejaya I 

Uddyotakesari, Mahabhavagupta ... son of Yajati II 

Janamejaya II ... son of Uddyotakesari 

Puranjaya ... son of Janamejaya II 

Karnadeva (Karnakesari) ... son of Janamejaya II 

Somesvara ... son of Abhimanyu, son of (?) Yajati II; ruler in Kosala 

(to the Eastern Gangas by 1118) 


19 The chronology and genealogy of several earlier Nala rulers (Varaha, Arthapati, Bhavadattavarma, and 
Skandavarma, as well as possibly Stambha, Nandanaraja, and Prithvivyaghra) remain very unclear. 
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C. 895-939 

939-941 

941-977 

977-980 
980—1015 

1015— 1016 

1016— 1019 
1019—1038 
1038—1070 
1070—1078 
1078—1150 
1150-1155: 
1157-1170: 
:i 171 —1191 
1191—:i 195 
1195 — 1106: 
1116—1135: 
:il38—1164 

1164—1179 
1179—1306 
1306—1318 
1318—1 351 
1351-1378 
1378—=1414 
■■I4I4-I434 


1434-1467 
1467-1497 
1497-1540 
1 540-1541 
1541 


1541-1549 

1549-1557 

1557 - 1558 

1558- 1559 


1559-1568 


(Later) Eastern Gariga Dynasty at Kalinganagara and Kataka (Cuttack) 

Vajrahasta I ... son of Gunamaharnava 

Gundama I ... son ofVajrahasta I 

Kamarnava I ... son ofVajrahasta I 

Vinayaditya ... son ofVajrahasta I 

Vajrahasta II, Aniyankabhlma ... son of Kamarnava I 

Kamarnava II ... son ofVajrahasta II 

Gundama II ... son ofVajrahasta II 

Madhukamarnava ... son ofVajrahasta II 

Vajrahasta III, Anantavarma ... son of Kamarnava II 

Rajaraja I, Devendravarma ... son ofVajrahasta III 

Codaganga, Anantavarma ... son of Rajaraja I 

Kamarnava III ... son of Codaganga; associated 1141 

Raghava ... son of Codaganga 

Rajaraja II ... son of Codaganga 

Anangabhlma I ... son of Codaganga 

Rajaraja III ... son of Anangabhlma I 

Anangabhlma II ... son of Rajaraja III 

Narasimha I ... son of Anangabhlma II 

Bhanudeva I ... son of Narasimha I 

Narasimha II ... son of Bhanudeva I 

Bhanudeva II ... son of Narasimha II 

Narasimha III ... son of Bhanudeva II 

Bhanudeva III ... son of Narasimha III 

Narasimha IV ... son of Bhanudeva III 

Bhanudeva IV ... son of Narasimha IV; deposed 

(to the Gajapatis 1434) 

Gajapati or Suryavamsa Dynasty at Kataka (Cuttack) 

Kapilendra ... elected by the ministers of Bhanudeva IV 
Purusottama ... son of Kapilendra 
Prataparudra ... son of Purusottama 
Kaluadeva (Ramacandradeva) ... son of Prataparudra 
Kakharuadeva (Purusottamadeva) ... son of Prataparudra 
(to the Bhois 1541) 

Bhoi Dynasty at Kataka (Cuttack) 

Govindaraja Vidyadhara ... minister of Kakharuadeva 
Cakrapratapa ... son of Govindaraja Vidyadhara 
Narasimha Jana ... son of Cakrapratapa 
Raghurama Chotra ... son of Cakrapratapa 
(to the Calukyas of Kataka 1559) 

Calukya Dynasty at Kataka (Cuttack) 

Mukundadeva Haricandana ... governor of Kataka 
(to Muslim Bengal 1568; to the Great Mughals 1576) 
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PUNJAB (PANjAB) (in northwestern India and eastern Pakistan) 

The Punjab (“land of the five rivers”), located in the plains along the Indus and its major tributaries, was the 
traditional venue for foreign conquest of parts of India. It was here, or near, that the centers of the “Indo- 
Greek,” “Indo-Scythian,” “Indo-Parthian,” and Kusana kingdoms were once located, and naturally the area found 
itself under Gupta hegemony in the 4 th and 5 th centuries. But the subsequent history of the region is surprisingly 
unclear. In the 9 th century a local dynasty supposedly descended from the Kusanas ruled Punjab and the area of 
Kabul. It was replaced by another, which lost Kabul to Muslim expansion, but held on to Punjab until destroyed 
by Mahmud of Gaznin in 1016. Punjab, with its main center at Lahur (Lahore), became the base for Gaznawid 
and Gurid expansion into India. 

Turk! Sahi Dynasty at Kabul 

?—1870 Lagaturman ... deposed; last in an obscure series of kings descended from the Kusanas 

Hindu Sahi Dynasty at Udabhandapura (Und) 

1870—? Lalliya (Kallar) ... minister of Lagaturman 

?—f.903 Samantadeva ... Turki Sahi usurper 

c. 903 — ? Kamaluka (Toramana) ... son of Lalliya 

1950: Bhima ... son of Kamaluka (Toramana); maharajadhiraja 

■.965—1001 Jayapala ... son of Istapala, son of (?) Bhima; abdicated, died 1002 
1002—1012 Anandapala ... son of Jayapala 
1012—1021 Trilocanapala ... son of Anandapala 
1021 — 1026 Bhimapala ... son of Trilocanapala 
(to the Gaznawids 1026) 

RAjPUTANA (modern Rajasthan in western India) 

The “land of the kings’ sons,” Rajputana, includes some of the most inhospitable environment in India, the 
Thar Desert, and was divided among numerous princely lines. In the Medieval period that of the Cahamanas of 
Sambhar and Ajmer was the most important, and indeed the history of other Rajput clans remains fairly obscure 
until the late 14 th century, after the Muslim conquest. The Cahamanas, however, extended their control north to 
Punjab and east to the Yamuna valley, becoming masters of India’s future capital Delhi. Their strategic location 
made them even more important, as they bore the weight of the Gurids’ thrust into India in the late 12 th 
century. In this the Cahamanas ultimately failed, following the death of Prithvlraja III in 1192. By the early 
1200s the area became the core of the Delhi sultanate and the base for further Muslim expansion in India. 

Cahamana Dynasty at Sakambhari (Sambhar), Ajayameru (Ajmer), and Dhillika (Delhi) 
Samanta ... descendant ofVasudeva 
Purnatalla ... son of Samanta 
Jayaraja ... son of Purnatalla 
Vigraharaja I ... son of Jayaraja 
:75o: Candraraja I ... son of Vigraharaja I 

Gopendraraja ... son of Vigraharaja I; Pratihara vassal 
Durlabharaja I ... son of Gopendraraja 
:82 o: Govindaraja I, Guvaka ... son of Durlabharaja I 

Candraraja II, Sasinripa ... son of Govindaraja I 
Govindaraja II, Guvaka ... son of Candraraja II 
Candana ... son of Govindaraja II 
Vakpatiraja I ... son of Candana 
■.956: Simharaja ... son of Vakpatiraja; maharajadhiraja 

: 973 : Vigraharaja II ... son of Simharaja 
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: 999 : 


:i 105: 

:II33-H39: 

: 11 50—1163: 

: 1168—1169 
1169—1177 
1177—1191 
1191—1193 
1193-1194 


Durlabharaja II, Durlanghyameru ... son of Siriiharaja 

Govindaraja II ... son of Durlabharaja II 

Vakpatiraja II ... son of Govindaraja II 

Vlryarama ... son of Govindaraja II 

Camundaraja ... son of Govindaraja II 

Simghata ... son of Vlryarama 

Durlabharaja III ... son of Vlryarama 

Virasimha ... son of Vlryarama 

Vigraharaja III, Vlsaladeva ... son of Vlryarama 

Prithviraja I ... son of Vigraharaja III 

Ajayaraja ... son of Prithviraja I 

Arnoraja ... son of Ajayaraja 

Jugadeva ... son of Arnoraja 

Vigraharaja IV, Vlsaladeva ... son of Arnoraja 

Apara Gangeya ... son of Vigraharaja IV 

Prithviraja II ... son of Jugadeva 

Somesvara ... son of Arnoraja; also ruler of Delhi from 1171 

Prithviraja III ... son of Somesvara 

Golaraja ... son of Prithviraja III; deposed 

Hariraja ... son of Somesvara; deposed 

(to the Gurids 1194) 


SIND (SINDHU) (the southern reaches of the Indus in Pakistan) 

During the 6 th —8 th centuries Sind was governed by two local dynasties in succession. The first of these was 
Buddhist, the second, Hindu. Starting in the 660s, the latter dynasty was faced with the beginning of Muslim 
expansion in the area. Most of Sind fell to the invaders in 711, but resistance continued until 714. 


£■• 540-5 50 

£■•550—580 
c.580—610 
c.610—630 
c.630—643 


Sudra Dynasty at Rori (Sukkur) 
Diwalj ... ruler of Sindhu 
Siharas I ... son of Diwalj 
Sahas! I ... son of Siharas I 
Siharas II ... son of Sahasi I 
Sahasi II ... son of Siharas II 
(to the Brahmins of Sind c.643) 


f.643—672 
f.672—679 

£■•679 

f.679—711 
& f.679—684: 
712—724 


Brahmana Dynasty at Rori (Sukkur) 

Cac ... minister; son of Silaij; married Subhandevi, widow of Sahasi II 

Candar ... brother of Cac 

Duraj ... son of Candar; deposed 

Dahir ... son of Cac 

Dharsiya ... son of Cac 

Jaisimha ... son of Dahir; deposed, died 724 

(to the Umayyad Caliphate 724) 


TAMILAKAM (modern Tamil Nadu and Keralam in southern India) 

The southernmost part of India is inhabited by the Tamils, and escaped the political control of the imperial 
polities that emerged in northern India (e.g., the Mauryas, the Guptas, the Delhi sultanate, and even the Great 
Mughals). It did, however, form part of some of the polities that dominated the Deccan, most notably those of 
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the Rastrakutas of Manyakheta and of the rulers of Vijayanagara. Among the more important local dynasties the 
Pallavas extended their control to most of the southern Deccan, as did the Colas (who even dominated Sri 
Lanka). The Pandyas were a much older and longer-lasting dynasty, but on the whole they remained of purely 
local importance. The last period of Pandya prosperity is complicated by the appearance of collegiate kingship; 
the dynasty lost most of its power in a civil war in the early 1300s and fell under the hegemony of the Muslim 
Delhi sultdn&tz and its successors before being taken over by Vijayanagara. 


c. 32-0-335 
c-335 — 355 
f-3 5 5 
f-3 55-370 
£■•370-390 

f.390-415 

£■• 415-436 

436-458: 


•—£■•55° 
£■•550-575 
f.575—600 
c.600 —630 
r.630—668 
c.668—670 
c.670—700 
c. 700—718 

728-731 

731-796 

796-845 

845—866 

866-896 

896— 897 

897- 912 


f.620—645 
f.645—670 
f.670—700 
c. 700—730 

£■•730-765 

£■•765-815 

c.8i 5—862 
f.862—880 
c.88o—900 
c. 900—920 
c. 920—1180 


Pallava Dynasty at Kancipura (Kancl) 

Simhavarma I ... maharaja of Kancipura 

Skandavarma I ... son of (?) Simhavarma I; dharmamaharajadhiraja 

Visnugopa ... son of (?) Skandavarma I 

Kumaravisnu I ... son of Skandavarma I 

Buddhavarma ... son of Kumaravisnu I 

Kumaravisnu II ... son of Buddhavarma 

Skandavarma II ... son of (?) Kumaravisnu II 

Simhavarma II ... son of Skandavarma II 

Skandavarma III ... son of Simhavarma II 

Nandivarma I ... son of Skandavarma III 

Santivarma ... son of (?) Nandivarma I 

Simhavarma III ... son of (?) Santivarma 

Simhavisnu ... son of Simhavarma III 

Mahendravarma I ... son of Simhavisnu 

Narasimhavarma I ... son of Mahendravarma I 

Mahendravarma II ... son of Narasimhavarma I 

Paramesvaravarma I ... son of Mahendravarma II 

Narasimhavarma II, Rajasimha ... son of Paramesvaravarma I 

Paramesvaravarma II ... son of Narasimhavarma II 

Nandivarma II, Pallavamalla ... son of Hiranyavarma, son of Govindavarma, son of 
Adityavarma, son of Buddhavarma, son of Bhlmavarman, son of Simhavarma III 
Dantivarma ... son of Nandivarma II 
Nandivarma III ... son of Dantivarma; associated 844 
Nripatungavarma ... son of Nandivarma III; associated 855 
Aparajita ... son of Nandivarma III; associated 879 
Kampavarma ... son of Nandivarma III 
(to the Colas 912) 

Pandya Dynasty at Madurai (Madura) 

Maravarma Avanisulamani... son of Kadungon 
Sendan ... son of Maravarma Avanisulamani 
Arikesari Maravarma ... son of Sendan 
Koccadaiya Ranadhlra ... son of Arikesari Maravarma 
Maravarma Rajasimha I ... son of Koccadaiya Ranadhlra 
Varagunavarma I ... son of Maravarma Rajasimha I 
Srimara Srivallabha ... son of Varagunavarma I 
Varagunavarma II ... son of Srimara Srivallabha 
Parantaka Viranarayana ... son of Srimara Srivallabha 
Maravarma Rajasimha II ... son of Parantaka Viranarayana 
(Cola hegemony over vassal Pandya princes) 
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1180—1190 
1190—1116 
1116—1138 
1136 
1138 — 1151 
1151 — 1168 
1153-1175 

1168 — 1309 
1176—1193: 
1183 — 1311: 
1196—1341 
1303 — 1310 

1314- 1346 

1315- 1347 

1334- 1380 

1335- 1351 
1357-1380 


f.850—871 
871-907 
907-954 

954-956 

956- 957 

957- 973 
973-985 

985 — 1014 
IOI4—1044 
1044—1052 
1052—1064 

1064—1070 
1070 
1070—I 127 

I I 27—1 13 5 
I I 35 —I I 50 
I I 50—1 173 

1173-1178 
1178 — 1117 


Vikrama Pandya ... son of Kulasekhara Pandya; protege of the Cola Kulottunga III 

Jatavarma Kulasekhara I ... son of Vikrama Pandya 

Maravarma Sundara I ... son of Vikrama Pandya 

Jatavarma Kulasekhara II ... son of Jatavarma Kulasekhara I 

Maravarma Sundara II ... son of Maravarma Sundara I 

Jatavarma Sundara I ... son of Maravarma Sundara II 

Jatavarma Vira I ... son of Maravarma Sundara II 

Jatavarma Vikrama ... son of Maravarma Sundara II 

Maravarma Kulasekhara I ... son of Jatavarma Sundara I 

Jatavarma Sundara II ... son of Jatavarma Sundara I 

Maravarma Vikrama ... son of Jatavarma Sundara I 

Jatavarma Vira II ... son of Maravarma Kulasekhara I 

Jatavarma Sundara III ... son of Maravarma Kulasekhara I 

Maravarma Kulasekhara II ... son of Maravarma Kulasekhara I 

Jatavarma Parakrama I ... son of Maravarma Kulasekhara I 

Maravarma Vira ... son of Jatavarma Vira II 

Maravarma Parakrama ... son of Maravarma Kulasekhara II 

Jatavarma Parakrama II ... son of Maravarma Vira 

(hegemony of the Delhi sultanate, and its heirs since 1311, then Vijayanagara since 1358 10 ) 

Cola Dynasty of Gangaikondacolapuram 

Vijayalaya, Parakesarivarma ... Pallava vassal 

Aditya, Rajakesarivarma ... son of Vijayalaya; asserted independence 

Parantaka I ... son of Aditya 

Gandaraditya ... son of Parantaka I; associated 950 

Arinjaya ... son of Parantaka I 

Parantaka II, Sundaracola ... son of Arinjaya 

Uttamacola ... son of Gandaraditya 

Rajaraja I ... son of Parantaka II 

Rajendra I ... son of Rajaraja I; associated ion 

Rajadhiraja I ... son of Rajendra I; associated 1018 

Rajendra II ... son of Rajendra I; associated 1044 

Rajamahendra ... son of Rajendra II; associated 1059—1063 

Virarajendra I ... son of Rajendra I; associated 1063? 

Adhirajendra ... son of Virarajendra I; associated 1068 

Kulottunga 1 11 ... son of the Cajukya Rajaraja I of Vengipura by Ammangadevi, daughter of 
Rajendra I; maharajadhiraja 
Vikramacoja ... son of Kulottunga I; associated 1118 
Kulottunga II ... son of Vikramacoja; associated 1133 
Rajaraja II, Parakesari... son of Kulottunga II; associated 1146 

Rajadhiraja II, Rajakesarl 11 ... adopted son of Rajaraja II; son of Neriyudaipperumaj by 
daughter of Vikramacoja; associated 1163; deposed 
Kulottunga III, Parakesari... son of (?) Rajaraja II; associated 1178 


10 Pandya princes continued to rule as local grandees into the 17 th century. 

11 Originally named Rajendra. 

11 Originally named Edirilipperumaj; alternately Edirilipperumaj was Kulottunga II, in which case Rajadhiraja II 
would be the biological son of his predecessor Rajaraja II. 
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1117—1160 Rajaraja III, Rajakesarl... son of (?) Kulottunga III; associated 1116 
1160—1179 Rajendra III ... brother of (?) Rajaraja III; associated 1146 

(to the Pandyas 1179, to the Delhi sultanate 1311, to Vijayanagara by c.i 3 50) 



